434                                  Ccesar
few wounded m these battles    The sho/t sword of the Romans seldom left its work unfinished
" They would have it so," Caesar is reported to have said, as he looked sadly over the littered bodies in the familiar patrician dress " After all that I had done for my country, I, Cams Ceesar, should have been condemned by them as a criminal if I had not appealed to my army "l
But Caesar did not wait to indulge in reflections His object was to stamp the fire out on the spot, that it might never kindle again More than half the Pompeians had reached the hills and were making for Larissa Leaving part of his legions in the camp to rest, Caesar took the freshest the same evening, and by a rapid march cut off then hue of retreat The hills were waterless, the weather suffocating A few of the guiltiest of the Pompeian leaders, Labienus, Lentulus, Afranms, Petrems, and Metellus Scipio (Cicero and Cato had been left at Durazzo), contrived to escape in the night The lest, twenty-four thousand of them, smiendeied at daylight They came down piaying for mercy which they had never shown, sobbing out their entreaties on their knees that the measure which they had dealt to others might not be meted out to them Then and always Caesar hated unnecessary ciuelty, and never, if he could help it, allowed executions in cold blood He bade them rise, said a few gentle words to relieve their fears, and sent them back to the camp Domitius Ahenobarbus, believing that foi him at least there could be no forgiveness, tried to escape, and was tilled The rest were pardoned.
So ended the battle of Pharsulia     A hundied and
1 Suetonius, quoting from Asmius Pollio, who was present at the battle